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Evonik wins CPHI Pharma Award for its plant-based
squalene PhytoSquene®

- Winner in the “Sustainability” category

- Recognition for first plant-based squalene available in
GMP quality

- Portfolio shift to Next Generation Solutions

Essen, Germany. Evonik has won this year’s CPHI Excellence in
Pharma Award in the category “Sustainability”. The winning
innovation is the plant-based squalene, PhytoSquene®, which can
be used for parenteral drug delivery applications, and is the first
plant-based squalene available which complies with GMP (Good
Manufacturing Practices).

PhytoSquene® is part of Evonik’s growing portfolio of Next
Generation Solutions (NGS) - products categorized by a distinct
sustainability profile. The Health Care business at Evonik aims to
transform more than 70 percent of its portfolio, in terms of
revenue, to NGS by 2030. This also aligns with the commitments
from Evonik’s life sciences division, Nutrition & Care, to reduce
the need for animal-derived products and grow its portfolio of
biosolutions.

“Sustainability drives us! This award confirms that we are pursuing
the right goals: to offer our customers alternatives that enhance
patient outcomes and protect our planet,” said Yann d'Hervé, Head
of the Health Care business line at Evonik.

PhytoSquene® is made from the oil of amaranth (Amaranthus
caudatus), an herbaceous plant, and renewable feedstock,
cultivated in many parts of the world. It is manufactured in
Germany using a proprietary process and has consistently high
quality, compliant with European Pharmacopoeia (Ph. Eur.)
regulations. Evonik launched PhytoSquene® in 2023 with
manufacturing at commercial scale.

Squalene is used as an adjuvant in vaccines - such as the HIN1

influenza vaccine - to stimulate the body’s response to the active
ingredient. However, pharmaceutical-grade squalene is currently
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sourced from shark liver oil, which can deplete shark populations
and negatively impact marine biodiversity. In terms of quality,
animal-derived squalene may be susceptible to batch-to-batch
inconsistencies which can complicate regulatory processes. Some
patients also cannot use animal-based products for cultural or
religious reasons.

The annual CPHI Excellence in Pharma Awards were established in
2004 to celebrate cross-industry innovators driving the industry
forward. This year’s award was presented to Evonik at the CPHI
pharmaceutical trade show in Milan on October 8, 2024. In 2022,
Evonik won in the category “Packaging and Drug Delivery” for a
polymer-based drug delivery system for mRNA and nucleic acid
delivery.

As a partner to the pharmaceutical industry, Evonik Health Care
has been a leader in advanced drug delivery for decades. It
supports pharmaceutical companies worldwide with
comprehensive services for developing and manufacturing
complex parenteral and oral drug products. This includes
pharmaceutical excipients such as polymers and lipids,
formulation development and the manufacture of clinical samples,
as well as commercial drug products.

Further Information

Learn more about PhytoSquene®
https://healthcare.evonik.com/en/drugdelivery/parenteral-drug-
delivery/parenteral-excipients/plant-based-pharma-grade-gmp-
squalene

Learn more about Sustainability at Evonik Health Care
https://healthcare.evonik.com/en/sustainability

Learn more about Next Generation Solutions at Evonik
https://www.evonik.com/en/sustainability/NGS.html

Company information

Evonik is one of the world leaders in specialty chemicals. The company is active
in more than 100 countries around the world and generated sales of €15.3
billion and an operating profit (adjusted EBITDA) of €1.66 billion in 2023. Evonik
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goes far beyond chemistry to create innovative, profitable, and sustainable
solutions for customers. About 32,000 employees work together for a common
purpose: We want to improve life today and tomorrow.

About Nutrition & Care

The focus of the business of the Nutrition & Care division is on health and quality
of life. It develops differentiated solutions for active pharmaceutical ingredients,
medical devices, nutrition for humans and animals, personal care, cosmetics, and
household cleaning. In these resilient end markets, the division generated sales
of €3.61 billion in 2023 with more than 5,600 employees.

Disclaimer

In so far as forecasts or expectations are expressed in this press release or where
our statements concern the future, these forecasts, expectations or statements
may involve known or unknown risks and uncertainties. Actual results or
developments may vary, depending on changes in the operating environment.
Neither Evonik Industries AG nor its group companies assume an obligation to
update the forecasts, expectations or statements contained in this release.
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